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army was in confusion. Just what brought
about this result is a matter of everlasting con-
troversy between English and German writers, a
controversy that began with the reports sent from
the field and that has lost nothing of its bitterness
in the intervening century. Gneisenau in the
official report to which Bliicher signed his name
says:

At this moment [it was about 7.30 P.M.] the first
columns of the corps of General Zieten arrived on the
points of attack near the village of Smohain, on the
enemy's right flank, and instantly charged. This
moment decided the defeat of the enemy. His right
wing was broken in three places; he abandoned his
positions. Our troops rushed forward at the pas de
charge, and attacked him on all sides, while, at the
same time, the whole English line advanced.

The question at issue of course is: Did the at-
tack of Zieten decide the defeat and flight of the
French? An account not often cited, that pub-
lished by the Austrian Government,x reads as fol-
lows: "When the enemy saw himself taken in the
rear, a flight commenced, which soon became a
total rout, when the two allied armies charged
the enemy on all sides."

This agrees with the Prussian report, though
apparently independent of it. Zieten's attack in

xSee Booth's Battle of Waterloo (loth edition, 1817), vol. i.,
p. 214. Gneisenau's report is in the same work, p. 201.